
Deaf. Blind. Limitless.
Four Tracks 

(D)- Deaf, (B)- Blind, (DB)- DeafBlind, (I)- Interpreter

Suzanne Mattox joined the REAL Project in 2019 as its Director. A native of Birmingham, AL, Suzanne 
was born profoundly deaf and was raised by hearing parents. Suzanne graduated from Samford 
University in 2006 with a Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood, Special Education, and Elementary 
Education and from Valdosta State University in 2013 with a Master of Arts in Deaf Education. She 
earned her Education Specialist (Ed.S.) in Deaf Education with a focus on collaboration and leadership 
for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Infants, Toddlers and their Families in May 2022.
For 13 years, Suzanne taught deaf preschoolers through third graders in classrooms. Additionally, she 
assisted several families with deaf infants and toddlers as an Early Intervention Special Instructor.
(Event-101)

Kimberly Baker serves as the Assistant Director of Special Projects at the Alabama Institute for Deaf 
and Blind (AIDB). This position includes supervising the Center for Assistive Technology Training (CATT) 
program as well as serving as the AIDB Special Education Coordinator. Kimberly began her career as a 
high school mathematics teacher at the Alabama School for the Deaf. After a number of years as a 
classroom teacher, she was honored to be named Lead Provider of Outreach Services for Deaf/Hard-
of-Hearing for AIDB. During her time serving in this role, she traveled the state of Alabama providing 
evaluations, observations, resources, and other assistance as needed to public and private schools 
serving Deaf, hard-of-hearing, or Deaf-Blind students. After 10 years at AIDB, Kimberly accepted a 
position at the Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE) as an Education Specialist, specializing 
in low incidence disabilities. After serving at the ALSDE, Kimberly was accepted as the Assistant 
Director for Special Projects. She has been serving in this position since April 2021. Kimberly is married 
with two young children who keep her on her toes daily. She enjoys visiting the beach and the 
mountains with family as well as reading. (Event-101)

M. Leona Godin (pronounced like French sculptor Rodin) is a writer, performer, educator, and editor. 
She is the author of There Plant Eyes: A Personal and Cultural History of Blindness, which The New 
Yorker called a “thought-provoking mixture of criticism, memoir, and advocacy.” Her writing has 
appeared in The New York Times, Playboy, O Magazine, Electric Literature, Catapult, and others. She 
produced two plays including her solo show, “The Star of Happiness,” based on Helen Keller’s time 
performing in vaudeville. Godin holds a PhD from New York University, where she now teaches English 
Literature and Disability Studies. She has also spoken on art, accessibility, technology, and disability at 
many institutions and organizations, including: Baylor College of Medicine, NYU Tandon School of 
Engineering, American Printing House for the Blind, and the New York Public Library. Her online 
magazine exploring the arts and sciences of smell and taste, Aromatica Poetica, publishes writing and 
art from around the world. (Event-100)

(In Events Order)

Michael Deuel, currently serves as the Outreach Coordinator serving 12 states in the Southeast region 
with AIDB Special Projects located at AIDB North Campus in Decatur, Alabama. He has worked as a 
Case Manager for the Deaf since 2015 with AIDB’s Regional Center in Huntsville, Alabama. He had 
served as a Deaf Support Specialist with Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Service from 2001-
2004, DeafBlind Job Coach at EH Gentry Technical Facility, Teacher Aide/volunteer Assistant Football 
Coach at ASD. Michael is a native Alabamian and alumni of ASD 96’. He received a BA in Recreation 
Leadership from Jacksonville State University with a focus in community organization and leadership 
and pursued his Master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling at Auburn University in 2019. 
(Event 101 and 127-AIDB Special Projects)



Chris Kurz, PhD, is a Professor for the National Technical Institute for the Deaf in Rochester Institute of 
Technology. His research interests include content language and literacy in mathematics and science, 
Deaf experience with math and science learning, and international deaf literacy and sign language 
documentation. He is a leading principal investigator of two international projects using the World 
Around You (WAY) crowdsourcing platform. He earned a PhD in Foundations of Education from 
University of Kansas and a BS in Applied Mathematics from RIT. 
(D-102)

Cheryl Reminder has been interpreting professionally since 1995.  She completed an Associate of 
Applied Science in 1994 and a Bachelor of Science in 2016, both in ASL-English Interpretation from the 
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT).   Cheryl received her Certificate of Interpretation (CI) from the 
Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf in 1998.
Cheryl has worked at RIT her entire professional career, specializing in STEM, crisis, student conduct, 
Residential Life, and various high-visibility and high-impact scenarios.  In addition to her interpreting 
role, Cheryl was also the academic coordinator for two (2) colleges that make up RIT, managing all of 
the interpreting requests for the College of Science and the College of Health Sciences and Technology.  
In her current role, Cheryl supports and leads the NRSC Outreach Interpreting Team.  This national role 
has given Cheryl the opportunity to mentor and partner with interpreters, while simultaneously 
sharing her love of STEM interpreting with her peers through a variety of workshops and 
presentations. (I-103 & I-108)

Holly Jentsch has been interpreting professionally since 2007.  She received her Associate of Applied 
Science in 2006 and her Bachelor of Science in 2008, both in ASL-English Interpretation from the 
Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT).  Holly also holds a NIC certification from the Registry of 
Interpreters for the Deaf (RID).
Since beginning her career as an interpreter, Holly has worked at RIT.  She specializes in STEM fields 
and especially enjoys interpreting math, astronomy, physics, and exercise science courses.
Holly has served on professional committees focusing on professionalism and professional 
development.  Additionally, she has mentored up-and-coming interpreters, presented workshops and 
seminars, and led small group discussions. (I-103 & I-108)

Todd Thieu, Prior to setting on his path to becoming a sign language interpreter, Todd studied physics 
and biology at the Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT). Realizing that he did not want to perform 
research in a laboratory for the rest of his life, he made the switch into a major that would result in a 
more dynamic, and people-oriented career. Todd graduated from RIT with a Bachelor of Science in 
American Sign Language-English Interpretation in February 2013 and has been interpreting 
professionally since. 
In 2016 he joined the College of Science & College of Health Sciences and Technology interpreting 

team at RIT, where he specializes in interpreting chemistry and biochemical sciences. Todd recently 
completed his Master of Science in Health Care Interpretation at RIT in the spring of 2022. His capstone 
research focuses on grit and resilience in interpreters who identify as Black, Indigenous, or as a person 
of color (BIPOC), and recommends ways in which interpreting training programs and mentors can 
support up-and-coming BIPOC interpreters. (I-103 & I-108)



Jason Martin, before joining the Center for Assistive Training Technology (CATT) for Special Projects, 
Jason served as the Statewide Assistive Technology Specialist for the Blind for seven years at the 
Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services. Jason later taught Assistive Technology to low vision, 
Blind, and Deaf-Blind students at the Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind. He is certificated Teacher of 
the Visually Impaired and currently the first and only Certificated Assistive Technology Instructional 
Specialist in the state of Alabama. In 2017 he was awarded Advocate of the Year by the Montgomery 
Area Committee on the Employment of People with Disabilities. He is nationally known speaker in the 
field of Assistive Technology, transition, and STEM programs for students with visual impairments. 
Previously Jason spoke at Princeton University on the topic of STEM education and Blind students and 
has published his research in the journal of Science Education and Students with Disabilities. Z
(D,B, & DB-104)

Allie Merkle has been interpreting professionally since receiving her B.S. degree in ASL-English 
Interpreting from RIT  in 2016. Allison worked briefly freelancing and in VRS until becoming a staff 
member at DAS in 2018. Since that time she has worked in a variety of settings, which include medical 
work and several assignments abroad.  She has found a true passion in STEM content, with a particular 
interest in chemistry. (I-103 & I-108)

Monique Harris has been interpreting professionally since 2012 and as staff Interpreter at the 
Department of Access Services at NTID/RIT since 2014. She earned a bachelor of science degree in 
Biotechnology from RIT in 2010 and another in ASL-English Interpreting from NTID in 2013. Most 
recently, she earned her master of science degree in Service Leadership and Innovation from RIT in 
2019, allowing her to look at service systems and the consumers of those systems with an interpreting 
focused lens.
Through her time at DAS she has worked primarily in the post-secondary education environments 
specializing in STEM areas, specifically biology and science. Those areas are close to her heart, as well 
as her mind as a science degree holder. She has also worked as a full time freelance interpreter for a 
short time, but still picks up work occasionally in the community. Monique continues to give back 
through pro bono interpreting work, mentoring up-an-coming interpreters, and leading various 
seminars and workshops related to interpreting. (I-103 & I-108)

Dona Sauerburger, COMS, is a certified orientation and mobility specialist. She has a special 
interest in working with people who are deaf-blind, and has researched, written peer-
reviewed articles, and presented on this topic around the world - her book, "Independence 
without sight or sound; Suggestions for practitioners working with
deaf-blind adults" received AER's 1994 Warren Bledsoe Award. (DB-105)



Martha Veto is a CVI Endorsed TVI who works as an Educational Specialist for the Georgia Sensory 
Assistance Project (GSAP), an OSEP-funded Deaf-Blind Project, housed at the University of Georgia. 
Mrs. Veto received her M.Ed. in Special Education - Visual Impairment at the University of Pittsburgh 
and has worked at the Western Pennsylvania School for the Blind as a classroom teacher, the Virginia 
Beach Public Schools as a Vision Resource Room teacher, and with the South Carolina School for the 
Deaf and Blind Outreach Department as an Orientation and Mobility Instructor. In 2004, she began 
working for the South Carolina Interagency Deaf-Blind Project as Project Manager. Since moving to 
Georgia in 2008, Martha has worked for GSAP, where she focuses on training in CVI, Communication 
Matrix, and Active Learning. (B-107)

Candi Milcznski hails from Decatur, AL. She is originally from Illinois (attended and graduated from 
Illinois School for the Deaf). After graduating from Gallaudet  University with a Bachelors in Elementary 
Education, she moved to New Mexico and worked at New Mexico School for the Deaf as a classroom 
teacher. At the same time, she received her Masters in Educational Leadership from American College 
of Education. Then, she moved to Louisiana to work at Louisiana School for the Deaf as an Assistant 
Principal. After that, she moved to New York to work at St. Joseph’s School for the Deaf in the Bronx. 
Now, She is back in the south working as Gallaudet University Regional Center Director for the South 
Region. Her office is housed at Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind– Decatur, AL. She has more than 
ten years in deaf education field (3 years classroom teacher and 8 years as a school administrator). 
Other than her full job positions, she served as a board member of National American Sign Language 
and English Bilingual Consortium for Early Childhood Education. She was an adjunct professor at Hunter 
College. She also is a nationally certified Visual Communication Sign Language Assessment 
Trainer/Assessor.  Her lifelong passion is in Deaf Education. Beyond work, she cherishes every minute 
of her “off-time” spending time with her family and being outdoors. (D-109)

Shanae Rouse is a project manager for early intervention at the Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education 
Center on the campus of Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
family and child studies from Gallaudet University as well as master’s degrees in deaf education from 
Lamar University and in educational leadership and policy studies from the University of Texas at San 
Antonio. For more than nine years, Rouse taught deaf and hard of hearing students in the program for 
the deaf in a mainstream setting and in deaf schools from pre-kindergarten to fifth grade. She then 
served as a high school director at the Alabama School for the Deaf for three years before moving to 
Washington, D.C., to assume her current role. Rouse is the mother of two children–a daughter and a 
son. (D-106)

Marilyn Trader is the Southeast Regional Representative covering Kentucky, North Carolina, Puerto Rico, 
South Carolina and Tennessee. Her experience related to this field includes acting as a Vocational 
Rehabilitation Counselor for DeafBlind consumers under the Division of Services for the Blind in North 
Carolina and a Mental Health Social Worker for the Deaf, hard of hearing and DeafBlind in North Carolina 
for 10 years under Wake County Mental Health Services. Prior to moving to North Carolina, she worked 
at Gallaudet University in the Graduate School Office, and as a lobbyist in Washington DC with guidance 
from staff at the university and across the country, presenting at universities all over the United States 
on cultural diversity inclusion programs.
Marilyn attended Illinois State University with a bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a concentration in 
Political Science. She attended Gallaudet University with a master’s degree in Social Work with a focus on 
the DeafBlind Community. (DB-110, DB,B, & I-112, & DB-124)



Christie Cumbest is a Family Education Trainer with the AIDB REAL Project. She is a Deaf professional 
who provides support for early language acquisition opportunities for deaf and hard of hearing (DHH) 
children from birth to three years old that REAL Project serves. Christie is also a Deaf Mentor in Alabama 
and a Deaf Role Model for Alabama Hands & Voices. She is on an advisory council for Partners in 
Policymaking Advisory Council (PIPAC) in Alabama for individuals with developmental disabilities. 
(D-111)

Robert McLendon has 26 years of experience working with individuals who are blind, deaf, hard of 
hearing, DeafBlind and with multiple disabilities in Alabama. His initial experience collaborating with 
HKNC was at the Southeast Transition Institute for Young Adults who are DeafBlind camps in Knoxville, 
TN and in Raleigh, NC. He has a master’s certification as a teacher of the visually impaired from the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham. Robert was an educational specialist and has a master’s degree in 
Special Education from Jacksonville State University and a bachelor’s degree from Auburn University. 
(DB-110 & DB-123)

Robert Hill, is the state consultant for students who are deaf or hard of hearing for the South Carolina 
Department of Education, as well as the state director for the South Carolina Deafblind Project. He is in 
his 32 year as a professional in the field, serving and presenting nationally and internationally. He holds a 
Educational Specialist degree in Special Education, a Master’s of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction, a 
Master’s of Science in Deaf Education, and graduate certificate in Early Childhood education.
He has served as an educational interpreter, classroom teacher, itinerate teacher, principal, special 
education director, superintendent, and educational consultant across three states, prior to coming to 
South Carolina. In addition, Robert has served on the American Society for Deaf Children (ASDC), 
Conference of Educational Administrators of Schools and Programs for the Deaf (CEASD), and the Council 
of American Instructors of the Deaf (CAID). He also served as the CAID national president for 5 years. His 
brother is deaf and his mother is deafblind so even though he has 32 years in the field professionally, it is 
his personal connection to sensory access that motivates him to keep learning more and sharing with 
others. (DB-110)

Abby Burke attended the University of Georgia and Valdosta State University where she 
received her Bachelor’s and Master’s of Education, respectively, in Speech Language Pathology. 
After working at the Alabama School for the Deaf for 5 years as an SLP, Abby is now a Trainer 
for the REAL Project where she provides support to professionals who work with children who 
are deaf or hard of hearing. She is also enrolled in the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Infants, 
Toddlers and their Families: Collaboration and Leadership Interdisciplinary Graduate Certificate 
Program at Gallaudet University. (D-111)



Krista Olsen is a Technical Assistant, TVI, and Early Interventionist for SC School for the Deaf and 
Blind and the SC Statewide Deaf-Blind Project.  She has been working in the field of visual 
impairment for 15 years. Her passions include; Transition, Communication, and Assessment. 
(DB-113 & 118)

Minnie Lambert is parent to Andrew, a young adult with CHARGE Syndrome.  She also is a sitting 
member of the CHARGE Syndrome Foundation’s Board of Directors and a Family Education Specialist 
for South Carolina’s Parent Training Information Center, Family Connection of SC. Minnie is passionate 
about access and family support! (DB-113)

William F. Ross III, M.S. is currently the Vice President of Hands Up Communications, an all access 
language company, based in Ocala, Florida. He is also one of the primary authors for one of the most 
recognized texts in the field of interpreting, You Want To Be An Interpreter? (5th Ed.) As a child of 
Deaf parents, he has been an interpreter for more than 35+ years and holds national certification 
(CI/CT) from the Registry of Interpreters of the Deaf. Previously, Bill was the Curriculum 
Development Specialist for Deaf Bible Society (DBS); an international organization that provides 
training and resources for individuals who work on Scripture translation into sign language. Prior to 
working at DBS, he was the Program Director of the Carlstrom Interpreter Training Program at North 
Central University in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He is passionate about building mentoring 
relationships, studying American Sign Language, and accompanying interpreters on the journey of 
perfecting their craft. (I-114 & I-121)

Dr. Sara Coleman is the owner of SB Coleman Consulting LLC and is Deafblind with Usher Syndrome. 
Sara’s interest in science began with a chemistry set which led to a 32-year career in the high school 
science classroom. As a woman transitioning into blindness the next act began with blindness skills 
training (Cane Travel, Braille, Technology, Home Management, and Wood Shop) at the Iowa 
Department of the Blind and then further training in deafblindness skills (ASL, Vocational Support, 
Technology, and Haptics) at Helen Keller National Center in New York. Currently, Sara is working to 
promote broader participation in STEM for underrepresented populations, especially those with 
sensory disabilities in the areas of advocacy, accessibility, and equity. In 2017, she completed her 
doctorate and through her dissertation work “A Case Study on the Life Trajectories of Women with 
Sensory and Mobility Disabilities in STEM Careers” is now working to support individuals, especially 
during periods of educational transition, to accomplish success in their chosen field. Sara is currently 
serving on the STEM Equity Committee for the State of Iowa and is active in diversity, inclusion, and 
equity efforts in the disability community. (DB-112)



Jennifer Oldenburg serves as the DeafBlind Trainer for the Center for Assistive Technology Training 
(CATT) and Regional Early Acquisition of Language (REAL) programs at the Alabama Institute for Deaf 
and Blind (AIDB). Jennifer began her career as a Speech Therapist at the Helen Keller School and 
Alabama School for the Blind in 1996. In 1999 Jennifer was honored to be named Lead Teacher of the 
Awakenings Pilot Program at the Helen Keller School of Alabama. Jennifer taught at HKS until 2017 
when she was named Lead Outreach Provider for DeafBlind Services for AIDB and also the Coordinator 
of the Alabama Initiative for Children and Youth with DeafBlindess. . During her time serving in this 
role, she traveled the state of Alabama providing technical assistance, observations, and resources to 
families, teachers and students who are DeafBlind. In the fall of 2022, Jennifer accepted her 
current position as DeafBlind Trainer for CATT and the REAL Program of Special Projects. Jennifer is 
married with two adult children. (DB-115)

Debbie Gilliam is a dedicated educator with 25 years of teaching experience in delivering enthusiastic 
instruction based on the learning needs of students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing. She has a 
Bachelor's of Science degree in Education of the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing from the University of 
Montevallo, as well as, a Master's of Science degree in Collaborative Teacher from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham. She holds an additional interdisciplinary graduate certification from Gallaudet 
University in Deaf and Hard of Hearing Infants, Toddlers and their Families: Collaboration and 
Leadership. She enjoys traveling, practicing yoga, and spending time with family on the lake. (D- 116)

Stephanie Pizza currently serves as the Director for the AIDB Shoals Regional Center located in 
Tuscumbia, AL. The Regional Center provides services and supports to individuals and their families, 
birth through senior citizens, who have vision loss and/or hearing differences. Stephanie attended 
Florida State University and received her BS and MS degrees in Visual Disabilities in 2012. She then 
obtained her Education Specialist degree in Teacher Leadership from Thomas University in 2017. 
Stephanie began her career as an itinerant teacher with Gwinnett County Public Schools and worked as 
a TVI and O&M for five years. Stephanie then served as the Director of Children and Youth Services at 
the Center for the Visually Impaired in Atlanta from 2017-2020. (B-117)

Debbie Cruzan, MS, is a veteran teacher with more than 20 years in the elementary classroom at 
Alabama School for the Deaf.  She earned her master’s degree in deaf education from McDaniel 
College (formerly Western Maryland College) and her bachelor’s degree in business administration: 
management from Gallaudet University. Her passion is teaching ASL and implementing bilingual 
methodology in the classroom.(D- 116)



Dr. Susie Thomas has been serving as a trainer since the inception of the Center for Assistive 
Technology Training program. Prior to working with the CATT program, Susie worked as a secondary 
science and English teacher for ten years, a Certified Teacher for the Visually Impaired for seventeen 
years, and a Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist for fourteen years. Additionally, Susie served 
as a Lead Outreach Provider for AIDB Outreach. Among her formidable experience, Susie is also a 
Certified Braille Transcriptionist and a National Board Certified Teacher. (B-120)

Dr. Patrick Graham is currently an Associate Professor and Department Chair of the Master of Science 
in Secondary Education for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at the Rochester Institute of Technology’s 
National Technical Institute for the Deaf. His focus is on STEM education, early childhood instructional 
strategies for deaf children with multiple disabilities, and educational equity. A long-time advocate of 
equity and excellence in Deaf education, Patrick worked with Dr. Joseph Tobin at the University of 
Georgia and his colleagues on a Spencer funded research project, studying deaf preschools in Japan, 
France, and the United States. Patrick also formerly taught Kindergarten at Phoenix Day School for the 
Deaf.  In his free time, Patrick enjoys traveling, reading, and interacting with his three sons; two who 
are deaf and one is a CODA. (D-122)

Emma V. Balderas currently teaches at Rochester School for the Deaf (RSD) in the Early Childhood 
Center (ECC) with children ages 2 and 3. Emma has experience working with the Family Instructional 
Resource Service Team (FIRST) program which supports children birth to 36 months of age and their 
families. Emma has taught at 4 different Deaf schools around the nation totaling over 15 years of 
knowledge and expertise in the field of Deaf Education. 
Emma received her Bachelor of Arts in Early Childhood Deaf Education with a specialization in 

Advocacy and Diversity for Families from Gallaudet University and currently finishing her Master of 
Science in Secondary Education (MSSE) of students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing at Rochester 
Institute of Technology/National Technical Institute for the Deaf (RIT/NTID).
Emma’s core values include providing a bilingual, language-rich environment to all students with full 

and early access to both American Sign Language (ASL) and English through incidental and planned 
learning. In her spare time Emma enjoys hiking, yoga, traveling, and finding the best restaurant 
delectable in town. (D-122)

Ukawia Johnson is a Family Education Trainer with REAL. She is a licensed Master Level social worker 
who specializes in children, adolescents and families. For many years Ukawia has worked with families 
to help identify strengths and areas of need as well as providing activities and strategies to help them 
reach their goals. Ukawia has two sons. Her oldest is hearing and her youngest is “Deaf plus”. As the 
mother of a son who is Deaf plus, Ukawia is an advocate who believes it is important for children who 
are deaf and their families to have continued guidance and support to ensure the family’s overall 
success. (D-119)



Debra (Debbie) Trapani, EdS, is director of National Programs and Outreach-Early Intervention at 
Gallaudet University’s Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center in Washington, D.C. She is also 
currently leading the Regional Early Acquisition of Language (REAL) Project in collaboration with the 
Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind as well as the development and implementation of the Clerc
Center’s new national learning and engagement platform. Previously, Trapani worked as a parent-child 
educator, a teacher of preschool through secondary school students, a literacy specialist, a mentor for 
ASL and English bilingual professional development, and an administrator of the Delaware School for 
the Deaf and Statewide Programs in Delaware before coming to the Clerc Center. Growing up deaf, 
Trapani was a student in several deaf education settings in California before graduating from a school 
for the deaf. She is the proud parent of two beautiful girls, one Deaf and one hearing. (D-125)

Anna Peters serves as Outreach Coordinator and Provider for the Blind & Visually Impaired for AIDB. 
She is National Board Certified as an Exceptional Needs Specialist and is certified as a School 
Psychometrist. Anna holds a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and Elementary Education from 
Faulkner University and a Master of Science in Visual Disabilities from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. She has also earned certification as a Braille transcriptionist from the National Library of 
Congress. Before becoming an outreach provider, Anna taught at the Alabama School for the Blind. 
With over 23 years of service at AIDB, she looks forward to continuing to meet and serve students 
across the state of Alabama. (B-126)

Stacy Abrams, MA, is the Project Manager, Early Intervention at the Laurent Clerc National Deaf 
Education Center on the campus of Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C. Abrams grew up in 
Arkansas with a deaf sister and hearing parents. She earned her bachelor’s degree from Gallaudet 
University and her master’s degree from the University of California, Santa Barbara, with the intention 
of working with hearing families with deaf and hard of hearing children. For five years, Abrams taught 
deaf and hard of hearing students in both mainstreamed and deaf schools. She served as Deaf Mentor 
Program coordinator at the New Mexico School for the Deaf and the Arizona State Schools for the Deaf 
and the Blind for 10 years. She currently serves on the Joint Committee on Infant Hearing. Abrams’s 
passion for connecting families with the community on their signing journey led to her developing a 
social awareness campaign, #whyisign. The aim is for families to become inspired by seeing individuals 
share their reasons for signing. She and her husband are the proud parents of two bilingual deaf teens 
who attend Model Secondary School for the Deaf. (D-124)

Victoria Haggarty joined the REAL Project as a Trainer in November 2022. Raised in Nashville, 
Tennessee, Victoria discovered a passion for the arts. When the time came to attend college at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville, Victoria decided to pursue a career in Art Education as well as 
Deaf Education. Upon graduation, Victoria took on the role as the high school Visual Arts teacher at 
Tennessee School for the Deaf Knoxville for the next 4 years. 
Wanting to be back in her hometown, Victoria relocated to Nashville in the summer of 2018 to take 

on the role as the first deaf educator at the Tennessee School for the Deaf Nashville campus. There, 
she taught preschool to 2nd grade for over 4 years. She also assisted with the development of FIT, the 
Families, Infants and Toddlers program at TSDN. During this time, Victoria became invested in learning 
about the research and strategies for language development for D/HH infants and toddlers, as well as 
support for their families.. In August 2021, she earned her Ed.S in Deaf Education with a concentration 
in ASL/English Bilingual Deaf Education for Ages 0-5 at Gallaudet University. She also graduated from 
Gallaudet University’s Infants, Toddlers and Families Graduate Certificate program in August 2022. 
(D-119)


